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The EU mobilises additional €100 million in
response to the Beirut port explosion in Lebanon
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The EU has adopted an additional support package of close to €100 million to help
Lebanon address the consequences of the 4 August 2020 explosion at the port of
Beirut and support a recovery from the catastrophe focused on meeting the
population’s needs.

Commissioner for Neighbourhood and Enlargement, Olivér Várhelyi, commented: “The
EU has acted quickly to support the population affected by the blast, which remains
under investigation. People in Beirut still strongly feel the consequences of the
explosion, that came in addition to political and socio-economic crisis as well as the
COVID-19 pandemic. Our significant additional funds will focus on a recovery for the
people, including access to basic services and social protection. This effort is not
provided in a vacuum. The EU expects the swift formation of a Government that will
take forward the essential reforms that must underpin a broader recovery.”

The €100 million assistance package consists of:

–   €34 million from the 2020 bilateral funding in Lebanon under the European
Neighbourhood Instrument will be reoriented to improve governance and
accountability, continue assisting civil society, and restore access to jobs and
economic opportunities. It will also support restoring and improving basic services and
physical infrastructure damaged by the explosion in the context of implementing the 
Reform, Recovery and Reconstruction Framework (3RF) in Lebanon.

–   €64.5 million in new funding channelled via the EU Regional Trust Fund in 
Response to the Syrian Crisis  will support the most vulnerable Lebanese and refugee
communities affected by the explosion, including in health, social assistance and
support to micro and small enterprises.

This support was advanced by the High Representative/Vice-President, Josep Borrell,
and by the President of the European Council, Charles Michel, at the Conference in
Support of the Lebanese People convened by France and the United Nations that took
place on 2 December.
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